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Message from the Executive Director

When I think back about 2009, I am reminded of all of the major collaborative efforts in which the Ohio Val-
ley Regional Development Commission (OVRDC) was involved. We worked closely with the other Ohio Lo-
cal Development Districts (LDDs) to support Connecting Appalachia to bring better broadband access to the
OVRDC and Appalachia Ohio region. We also worked closely with the Buck-
eye Hills-Hocking Valley Regional Development District in the development of
the SR 32/US 50/US 35 Corridor Study. In addition, we worked closely with
the Ohio LDDs on visits with our Congressional leaders as well as jointly host-
ing a Legislative Reception for our leaders in the Ohio General Assembly.

Due to the economic impact on some of our member counties, we even reached
out to assist our neighbors in Clinton County with responding to the DHL Air-
park closure in Wilmington, Ohio. As always, our member counties continued
to work collaboratively as a region to develop a Comprehensive Economic De-
velopment Strategy (CEDS), and in seeking and securing Appalachian Regional
Commission (ARC), Economic Development Administration (EDA), and Ohio
Public Works Commission (OPWC) funds for local projects. OVRDC appreci-
ates our member counties’ commitment to this level of cooperation.

John W. Hemmings IIT
OVRDC Executive Director

OVRDC is pleased to present you this 2009 Annual Report which outlines our
collaborative accomplishments over this past year. We are aware that our success is only possible through the
support of our member counties, our membership, our federal and state partners, and other key partners in the
region. Thank you and OVRDC looks forward to continued collaboration and cooperation in 2010.
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Economic Recovery Strategy Work Begins

In 2009, OVRDC, working in conjunction with Fayette County, Highland County, Clinton County, and the
City of Wilmington, began its economic recovery strategy efforts in response to the closure of the DHL Air-
park at Wilmington, Ohio. Rafeal Underwood, our Economic Recovery Coordinator, began his duties on
January 8, 2009 as part of our US Department of Commerce, Economic Development Administration (EDA)
funded Economic Adjustment Assistance grant. Mr. Underwood was successful in developing the Clinton
County Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) and assisted with the submission of four
grant applications for EDA grant consideration. Mr. Underwood was also successful in the development of the
Tri-County Economic Recovery Strategy, which identifies strategies to assist the tri-county region with mov-
ing forward with economic recovery efforts.

The greatest success as a result of these recovery efforts has been the ability to save 52 jobs in Greenfield,
Ohio. Mr. Underwood and OVRDC staff assisted the Highland County Commissioners with the establishment
of a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Revolving Loan Fund in the county to assist with busi-
ness development efforts. The establishment of the loan fund will provide financing to C-Mold Acquisition,
LLC with the purchase of C-Mold, Inc. in Greenfield, Ohio, thus saving 52 jobs at the facility. In addition to
the jobs saved, C-Mold Acquisition, LLC will create 15 additional jobs over the next three years.
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Broadband Access through Connecting Appalachia

In late 2008, discussions began about the possibility of a multi-county initiative to get broadband access to

most areas of Appalachia Ohio. Three of Ohio’s Local Development Districts (Ohio Valley Regional Devel-
opment Commission, Buckeye Hills-Hocking Valley Regional Development District, and the Ohio Mid-
Eastern Governments Association) were asked to join early in the project’s development to provide regional
support. The Ohio Local Development Districts were instrumental in securing support from their member

counties for the project.

In 2009, the Southern Ohio Health Care Network
(SOHCN) made application through the US Depart-
ment of Commerce (DOC) National Telecommunica-
tions and Information Administration (NTIA) re-
questing almost $189 million for the Connecting Ap-
palachia Initiative. This project offered a comprehen-
sive and sustainable plan to expand broadband avail-
ability across 34 underserved rural Ohio counties (29
in Ohio Appalachia). Based on an innovative tech-
nology package and carrier partnerships, the project
would have delivered metropolitan-class broadband
in local communities, residential fixed-wireless
broadband in the rural expanse of the region, and mo-
bile data services for first responders.

In early 2010, the SOCHN was notified by the US-
DOC NTIA that its application was not selected for
funding for the first round of American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) broadband funding. De-
spite this news, efforts to secure Round 2 ARRA
funds for broadband are currently occurring.

* * * RECOVERY.GOV

OVRDC will continue to support efforts to provide better broadband access to businesses and citizens in the
region. The lack of access to broadband technology continues to be an economic development concern.
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ment Block Grant (CDBG) Administration

The Ohio Valley Regional Development Commission (OVRDC) has, for several years, provided communities
throughout the region with administration support on Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funded
projects.

In 2009, the following CDBG administration contracts were worked on by OVRDC staff: Village of Sardinia
Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade, Village of Ripley Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade, Village of
Mowrystown Sanitary Sewer Collection System, Village of Highland Sanitary Sewer Collection System,
Scioto County Pump Station Rehabilitation and Manhole Replacement, City of Greenfield Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant Upgrade, Village of Bloomingburg Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade, Village of Clarksburg
Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade, Village of Peebles Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade, Richmond
Dale (Ross County) Sewer System, Village of Coalton Sewer System Expansion, Village of Frankfort Water
System Improvements, and Highland County Revolving Loan Fund.
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District 15 Ohio Public Works Commission

The Ohio Public Works Commission was created to assist in financing local public infrastructure
improvements for roads, bridges, culverts, water supply systems, wastewater systems, storm water collection
systems, and solid waste disposal facilities. Since the creation of both the State Capital Improvement Program
(District Fund) and the Local Transportation Program (LTIP) District 15 that include Adams, Brown, Fayette,
Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence, Pike, Scioto, Ross and Vinton counties has been successful in getting
much needed infrastructure projects funded. Including the list of projects below that was funded in Round 23:

District Fund - $10,339.385
Scioto County Sanitary Sewer Improvements
Village of Lynchburg WWTP Improvements
Adams County Sproull Bridge Replacement
Gallia County Kanauga/Addison Sanitary Sewer
City of Ironton North Sewer Separation
Vinton County Staneart Hollow TR Bridge Replacement
Ross County Multi Road Improvements
Adams County Regional Water /Lawshe Road Waterline
Highland County Bridge Replacement
Scioto Water Recarbonation
Pike County Mifflin Township Waterline Extension
Lawrence County Joint Resurfacing Project B
City of Jackson SR 93 Water Main Replacement
City of Hillsboro WWTP Expansion Bypass Elimination
City of Washington CH Sanitary Sewer Improvements
Pike County Road/Bridge Replacement
Mt. Orab Apple Street Extension
Fayetteville/Perry Township WWTP Replacement
Gallia County Road Resurfacing

LTIP Fund - $6.72.799
Brown County Love Road Bridge Replacement
Jackson County Bloomfield and Liberty Township Joint Project
Fayette County White Road Bridge and Resurfacing
Scioto County Disterdick Lane Bridge Replacement
City of Chillicothe Street Improvements
Village of McArthur Street Resurfacing
Lawrence County Joint Resurfacing Project A
Scioto County Highway Improvement
Highland County-Fairfield Township TR 331-A Reconstruction
Scioto County Bloom Township Bridge Road Repair
Scioto County Knapp Road Bridge Replacement
Village of Peebles Vine Street Improvements
Brown County Township Road Restructuring
Pike County Bailey Chapel Bridge Replacement & Salem Cave Paving
Highland County Various County Road Widening and Paving
Highland County CR 12- A,B,C Paving

Small Governments Fund - $1.172.519
Village of Oak Hill Sewer Collection & Water System Telemetry
Village of Beaver Water System Improvements
Village of Georgetown WWTP High Flow Management Upgrades
Village of Frankfort Water System Improvements
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Planning for Future Fire Protection and Housing Development

The Ohio Valley Regional Development Commission (OVRDC) was awarded a $105,000 HUD Rural Hous-
ing and Economic Development Capacity Building Grant in December 2005. The project originally covered
Adams, Jackson, Pike, and Vinton Counties. The project consisted of utilizing GPS to plot fire stations and
response areas for fire departments serving the four counties. Mileage intervals were determined from each
fire station to determine the “protected” and “unprotected” class areas. Insurance companies consider hous-
ing units beyond five or six miles from a fire department as "unprotected” class and homeowner’s insurance
premiums for these housing units can be expensive. The number of housing units in the “protected” and
“unprotected” class areas was also determined, and an analysis of the “protected” class areas was completed

to determine the best areas for housing development.

OVRDC requested and was approved for an extension of the project completion date to June 30, 2009. As
part of the extension, four additional counties (Fayette, Gallia, Ross and Scioto Counties) were added to the
project. The scope of work for these four additional counties did not include the analysis of the “protected”
class areas to determine the best areas for housing development. Reports and maps have been developed for
each county and posted to OVRDC’s website www.ovrdc.org to be downloaded and viewed.
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2009: A Review in Pictures
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/ 2009 PROJECT REVIEW
COMMITTEE

Elaine Collins, Adams County
Kelly Cole, Brown County
Andy Kuchta, Clermont County
Tim Mitchel, Fayette County
Brett Boothe, Gallia County
Dan Cowdrey, Highland County
Stephanie Filson/Jennifer Jacobs, Jackson County
Ralph Kline, Lawrence County
Nathan Davis/Cindy Howard, Pike County
Kelly Shelton, Ross County

Steve Carter, Scioto County
Ken Reed, Vinton County

/ LOAN REVIEW \
COMMITTEE
Patty Wilmoth/Judd Johnson, Adams County
Raymond Sininger, Brown County
Jim Huebner, Clermont County
Bill Cupp, Fayette County
Marianne Campbell, Gallia County
Dan Cowdrey, Highland County
Fred Mavis, Jackson County
Ralph Kline/Cindy Caskey, Lawrence County
Chris Ervin, Pike County
Delbert Bochard, Ross County

Lee Powell, Jr., Scioto County
Terri Fetherolf, Vinton County
FINANCE/

AUDIT
COMMITTEE

Bob Proud
Roger Rhonemus

\ Doug Corcoran /
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/ OVRDC STAFF

John Hemmings
Executive Director
E-mail address — jhemmings@ovrdc.org
Phone Extension #13

Rebecca Banchy-Mcllwain
Finance Director
E-mail address — rbmcilwain@ovrdc.org
Phone Extension #19

Sharon Clark
Administrative Assistant
E-mail address — sclark@ovrdc.org
Phone Extension #29

Juanita Bragg
Bookkeeper
E-mail address — jbragg@ovrdc.org
Phone Extension #17

Jason Gillow
Research/Planning Specialist
E-mail address — jgillow(@ovrdc.org
Phone Extension #27

Shannon Nichols
Program Secretary
E-mail address — snichols@ovrdc.org
Phone Extension #10

Kim Reynolds
Community Development Coordinator
E-mail address — kreynolds@ovrdc.org
Phone Extension #21

Michele Throckmorton
Economic Development Coordinator
E-mail address — mthrockmorton@ovrdc.org
Phone Extension #18
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